[Congestive gastropathy].
15 patients with congestive gastropathy were reported including clinical and pathological characteristics of the disease. Every patient had alcoholic liver cirrhosis and portal hypertension. 6 patient's stomach was resected while in 2 further cases the disease was found at autopsy. In additional 7 cases the characteristic microvascular changes were observed in endoscopic biopsy specimens from the gastric mucosa. The authors presume that this disease has an acute and a chronic stage. In the acute stage dilated capillaries are present under the surface, not related to the inflammation of gastric mucosa. This phenomenon was described in the literature. In the chronic stage there are dilated and tortuous vessels in the submucosal layer surrounded by collagenous connective tissue. The authors suppose that the thick and fibrotic submucosal layer causes microcirculatory disturbances in the gastric mucosa. The impaired microcirculation may cause extensive ulcers with profuse and sometimes lethal bleeding.